
Adding Side Notes
to a PDF File



Suppose you have access to 
some PDF file to which you 
would like to attach side notes, 
as …



Anyone who has tried to do this, 
starting with finished PDF 
(created by someone else) 
knows that this can be 
technically tricky, even if it is 
logically simple.



Logically, all you need to do is 
be able to identify exactly where 
in the original text comments 
should be placed . . .



… and then be able to specify 
what comments should go 
where.



You also need to obtain some 
physical parameters from the 
original file . . .



… and then be able to specify 
those physical parameters to the 
typesetting program.



You also need to specify the 
typesetting parameters for the 
sidenotes.



With all of that, the typesetting 
program and system should be 
able to produce a side-note 
annotated file, here seen in 
proof format …



And here seen in final format.



To set side notes for a scientific 
paper you will probably need 
access to some characters 
outside the basic set, along with 
the ability to do super- and sub-
scripts…



No problem…



Actually, this system reads any 
UTF-8 encoded source file and 
can typeset pretty much any 
character in most European 
languages.


